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PressRelease

April 13" 2011
‘AFTER SALES SERVICE' NEEDED FOLLOWING PROMOTION OF BIO-ENERGY
Member States over-confidently assume reaching 2020 targets thanks to bio-energy

Preliminary analysis of the National Renewable Energy Action Plans shows that Member States count
on wood to cover a high proportion of their 2020 Renewable Energy Targets. But are the plans
realistic? Will they actually be implemented?

In a detailed analysis of the national plans, CEPI found out that the bio-energy chapters of some of
them were based on flawed conversion factors and measurement units, hence suggesting that the
national renewable energy targets would be achievable by 2020.

According to the plans, given that one third of the total production of energy from renewable sources
will be based on forest biomass, 333 million m3 of wood extracted from European forests will be
necessary - more than twice the annual wood use of the entire European pulp and paper industry.

“The European Union now has the responsibility of verifying the submitted plans and making sure that
they are realistically feasible. Or else the Member States should be requested to amend them”, says
Bernard de Galembert, CEPI's Forest Director.

He adds: “The European Commission will also have to monitor the implementation of the plans and its
conformance to the national trajectories towards the 2020 targets, as well as the practical measures
the Member States have to put in place.”

The Confederation of European Paper Industries (CEPI) is of the opinion that increasing demand for
solid biomass for energy purposes cannot be met only by European forestry alone but requires the
production of solid biomass on agricultural land by planting new perennial non-food crops. In that
context, the starting review of the CAP in connection with the new EU budget perspective offers an
opportunity to promote and support both the boosting of new potentials and a better mobilisation of
feedstocks. The recently adopted Roadmap for moving to a low-carbon economy by 2050 confirms the
role of the future CAP in addressing the increased bio-energy contribution of agriculture and forestry™.

It is clear as well that several Member States will rely on imports, including from non-EU countries, to
achieve their renewable energy targets. Imported feedstocks for energy should match the level of
sustainability of domestically sourced ones. Harmonised and binding sustainability criteria for solid
biomass based on credible and recognised processes such as Forest Europe” are, therefore, needed
along with strong implementation guidelines and forceful monitoring if reaching 2020 targets is to be
coherent with the Commission’s flagship initiatives for sustainable and inclusive growth.

For more information:
Bernard de Galembert, CEPI Forest & Research Director, b.degalembert@cepi.org, +32 2 627 4927
Ulrich Leberle, CEPI Raw Materials Manager, u.leberle@cepi.org, +32 2 627 4923

' COM(2011) 112 final, 8 March 2011
2 Forest Europe is a pan-European Ministerial process that defines sustainable forest management and its principles and
criteria, www.foresteurope.org
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Note to the Editor
CEPI aisbl - The Confederation of European Paper Industries.

The Confederation of European Paper Industries (CEPI) is a Brussels-based non-profit making
organisation regrouping the European pulp and paper industry and championing this industry’s
achievements and the benefits of its products. Its mission is to promote the members’ business sector
by taking specific actions notably, by monitoring and analysing activities and initiatives in the areas of
industry, environment, energy, forestry, recycling, fiscal policies and competitiveness in general.
Through CEPI, the paper industry increases its visibility and acts on emerging issues, making expert
and constructive contributions on behalf of the industry.

Its collective expertise provides a unique source of information both for and on the industry;
coordinating essential exchanges of experience and knowledge among its members, the ability to
provide technical assistance to legislators and to identify independent experts on specific issues.
Through its 19 member countries (17 European Union members plus Norway and Switzerland) CEPI
represents some 700 pulp, paper and board producing companies across Europe, ranging from small
and medium sized companies to multi-nationals, and 1000 pulp and paper mills. Together they
represent 24% of world production.

Website: www.cepi.org



